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A Man called Ove by Fredrik Backman 4.31

A grumpy yet loveable man finds his solitary world turned on its head when a boisterous young family moves
in next door.

Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon, the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught
outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him the
bitter neighbor from hell, but must Ove be bitter just because he doesn't walk around with a smile plastered to
his face all the time?

Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young
couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-
in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up
a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old man and a local residents' association to their very
foundations. (2012) 337pp

The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen 3.96

The winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, compared by critics to the works of Graham Greene, Denis
Johnson, and George Orwell, The Sympathizer is a blistering exploration of identity, politics, and America,
wrought in electric prose. The narrator, a Vietnamese army captain, is a man of divided loyalties, a half-French,
half-Vietnamese communist sleeper agent in America after the end of the Vietnam War. A powerful story of
love and friendship, and a gripping espionage novel, The Sympathizer examines the legacy of the Vietham War
in literature, film, and the wars we fight today. (2015) 371pp

Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (2016), California Book Award Gold Medal for First Fiction (2015), Edgar Award for
Best First Novel (2016), The Center For Fiction First Novel Prize Nominee for Longlist (2015), Andrew
Carnegie Medal for Fiction (2016)

The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman 3.97

After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and takes a job as the
lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the coast. To this isolated island, where the
supply boat comes once a season and shore leaves are granted every other year at best, Tom brings a young,
bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel hears a
baby’s cries on the wind. A boat has washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a living baby.

Tom, whose records as a lighthouse keeper are meticulous and whose moral principles have withstood a horrific
war, wants to report the man and infant immediately. But Isabel has taken the tiny baby to her breast. Against
Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their own and name her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return to the
mainland and are reminded that there are other people in the world. Their choice has devastated one of them.

M. L. Stedman’s mesmerizing, beautifully written novel seduces us into accommodating Isabel’s decision to
keep this “gift from God.” And we are swept into a story about extraordinarily compelling characters seeking to
find their North Star in a world where there is no right answer, where justice for one person is another’s tragic
loss.

The Light Between Oceans is exquisite and unforgettable, a deeply moving novel. 343pp (2013)

Literary AwardsAustralian Independent Booksellers Indie Book Award for Book of the Year
(2013), Australian Book Industry Award (ABIA) for Literary Fiction and Newcomer (2013), Women's Prize for
Fiction Nominee for Longlist (2013), Goodreads Choice Award for Best Historical Fiction (2012)
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A Spool of Blue Thread by Anne Tyler 3.41

A freshly observed, joyful and wrenching, funny and true new novel from Anne Tyler

"It was a beautiful, breezy, yellow-and-green afternoon.” This is how Abby Whitshank always begins the story
of how she fell in love with Red that day in July 1959. The Whitshanks are one of those families that radiate
togetherness: an indefinable, enviable kind of specialness. But they are also like all families, in that the stories
they tell themselves reveal only part of the picture. Abby and Red and their four grown children have
accumulated not only tender moments, laughter, and celebrations, but also jealousies, disappointments, and
carefully guarded secrets. from Red's father and mother, newly-arrived in Baltimore in the 1920s, to Abby and
Red's grandchildren carrying the family legacy boisterously into the twenty-first century, here are four
generations of Whitshanks, their lives unfolding in and around the sprawling, lovingly worn Baltimore house
that has always been their anchor.

Brimming with all the insight, humour, and generosity of spirit that are the hallmarks of Anne Tyler's work, A
Spool of Blue Thread tells a poignant yet unsentimental story in praise of family in all its emotional complexity.
It is a novel to cherish.Hardcover, 358pp (2015)

Literary Awards Man Booker Prize Nominee (2015), Women's Prize for Fiction Nominee (2015), Goodreads
Choice Award Nominee for Fiction (2015)

The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian 3.85

Over the course of his career, New York Times bestselling novelist Chris Bohjalian has taken readers on a
spectacular array of journeys. Midwives brought us to an isolated Vermont farmhouse on an icy winter’s night
and a home birth gone tragically wrong.The Double Bind perfectly conjured the Roaring Twenties on Long
Island—and a young social worker’s descent into madness. AndSkeletons at the Feast chronicled the last six
months of World War Two in Poland and Germany with nail-biting authenticity. AsThe Washington Post Book
World has noted, Bohjalian writes “the sorts of books people stay awake all night to finish.”

In his fifteenth book, The Sandcastle Girls, he brings us on a very different kind of journey. This spellbinding
tale travels between Aleppo, Syria, in 1915 and Bronxville, New York, in 2012—a sweeping historical love
story steeped in the author’s Armenian heritage, making it his most personal novel to date.

When Elizabeth Endicott arrives in Syria, she has a diploma from Mount Holyoke College, a crash course in
nursing, and only the most basic grasp of the Armenian language. The First World War is spreading across
Europe, and she has volunteered on behalf of the Boston-based Friends of Armenia to deliver food and medical
aid to refugees of the Armenian genocide. There, Elizabeth becomes friendly with Armen, a young Armenian
engineer who has already lost his wife and infant daughter. When Armen leaves Aleppo to join the British
Army in Egypt, he begins to write Elizabeth letters, and comes to realize that he has fallen in love with the
wealthy, young American woman who is so different from the wife he lost.Flash forward to the present, where
we meet Laura Petrosian, a novelist living in suburban New York. Although her grandparents’ ornate Pelham
home was affectionately nicknamed the “Ottoman Annex,” Laura has never really given her Armenian heritage
much thought. But when an old friend calls, claiming to have seen a newspaper photo of Laura’s grandmother
promoting an exhibit at a Boston museum, Laura embarks on a journey back through her family’s history that
reveals love, loss—and a wrenching secret that has been buried for generations. 299 pages (2012)
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Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson 3.77

San Piedro Island, north of Puget Sound, is a place so isolated that no one who lives there can afford to make
enemies. But in 1954 a local fisherman is found suspiciously drowned, and a Japanese American named Kabuo
Miyamoto is charged with his murder. In the course of the ensuing trial, it becomes clear that what is at stake is
more than a man's guilt. For on San Piedro, memory grows as thickly as cedar trees and the fields of ripe
strawberries - memories of a charmed love affair between a white boy and the Japanese girl who grew up to
become Kabuo's wife; memories of land desired, paid for, and lost. Above all, San Piedro is haunted by the
memory of what happened to its Japanese residents during World War 11, when an entire community was sent
into exile while its neighbors watched. Gripping, tragic, and densely atmospheric, Snow Falling on Cedarsis a
masterpiece of suspense - one that leaves us shaken and changed. Paperback, 460 pages 1995 Literary
Awards Anthony Award Nominee for Best First Novel (1995),PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction

(1995), American Booksellers Book Of The Year Award for Adult Trade (1996), Barnes and Noble Discover
Great New Writers Award (1994)

Smilla's Sense of Snowby Peter Hgeqg, 3.72

She thinks more highly of snow and ice than she does of love. She lives in a world of numbers, science and
memories--a dark, exotic stranger in a strange land. And now Smilla Jaspersen is convinced she has uncovered
a shattering crime...

It happened in the Copenhagen snow. A six-year-old boy, a Greenlander like Smilla, fell to his death from the
top of his apartment building. While the boy's body is still warm, the police pronounce his death an

accident. But Smilla knows her young neighbor didn't fall from the roof on his own. Soon she is following a
path of clues as clear to her as footsteps in the snow. For her dead neighbor, and for herself, she must embark
on a harrowing journey of lies, revelation and violence that will take her back to the world of ice and snow from
which she comes, where an explosive secret waits beneath the ice.... Paperback, 469pp (1992) Literary
AwardsEdgar Award Nominee for Best Novel (1994), Palle Rosenkrantz Prisen (1992)The Crime Writers'
Association Silver Dagger for Fiction (1994),Dilys Award (1994), Glass Key Award (1993),

The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson

3.80

It all starts on the one-hundredth birthday of Allan Karlsson. Sitting quietly in his room in an old people’s
home, he is waiting for the party he-never-wanted-anyway to begin. The Mayor is going to be there. The press
is going to be there. But, as it turns out, Allan is not... Slowly but surely Allan climbs out of his bedroom
window, into the flowerbed (in his slippers) and makes his getaway. And so begins his picaresque and unlikely
journey involving criminals, several murders, a suitcase full of cash, and incompetent police. As his escapades
unfold, we learn something of Allan’s earlier life in which — remarkably — he helped to make the atom bomb,
became friends with American presidents, Russian tyrants, and Chinese leaders, and was a participant behind
the scenes in many key events of the twentieth century. Already a huge bestseller across Europe, The Hundred-
Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared is a fun and feel-good book for all ages. 396
pages (2009) Literary Awards Iris Audiobook Price (2010), Japanese Booksellers Award Nominee for
Translated Fiction (2015), Goodreads Choice Award Nominee (2012)
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Longbourn by Jo Baker 3.61 Pride and Prejudice was only half the story *

If Elizabeth Bennet had the washing of her own petticoats, Sarah often thought, she’d most likely be a sight
more careful with them.

In this irresistibly imagined belowstairs answer to Pride and Prejudice, the servants take center stage. Sarah,
the orphaned housemaid, spends her days scrubbing the laundry, polishing the floors, and emptying the chamber
pots for the Bennet household. But there is just as much romance, heartbreak, and intrigue downstairs at
Longbourn as there is upstairs. When a mysterious new footman arrives, the orderly realm of the servants’ hall
threatens to be completely, perhaps irrevocably, upended.

Jo Baker dares to take us beyond the drawing rooms of Jane Austen’s classic—into the often overlooked
domain of the stern housekeeper and the starry-eyed kitchen maid, into the gritty daily particulars faced by the
lower classes in Regency England during the Napoleonic Wars—and, in doing so, creates a vivid, fascinating,
fully realized world that is wholly her own. 352pp (2013)

The Past by Tessa Hadley 3.17

A mesmerizing novel about family and the modern world encroaching upon the old, from one of Britain's
finest contemporary novelists.

Three adult sisters and their brother meet up at their grandparents' country home for their annual family holiday-
-three long, hot summer weeks. The beloved but crumbling house is full of memories of their childhood--of
when their mother took them to stay with her parents when she left their father--but this could be their last
summer in the house, now they may have to sell it. And under the idyllic pastoral surface, there are tensions.
Alice has brought with her Kasim, the 20-year-old son of her ex-boyfriend, and he makes plans to seduce the
quiet Molly, Roland's 16-year-old daughter. Fran's young children uncover an ugly secret in a ruined cottage in
the woods, and observe the growing flirtation. Passion erupts where it's least expected, blasting the quiet self-
possession of Harriet, the eldest sister. Roland has come with his new (third) wife, whom his sisters don't
like...or do they? A way of life--bourgeois, literate, ritualized, Anglican--winds down to its inevitable end:
which is a loss, and a release.

With uncanny precision and extraordinary sympathy, Tessa Hadley charts the squalls of lust and envy
disrupting this ill-assorted house party, as well as the consolations of memory and affection, the beauty of the
natural world, the shifting of history under the social surface. From the first page the reader is absorbed and
enthralled, watching a superb craftsperson unfold the lives of these unforgettable siblings.362pp (2015)

Euphoria by Lily King 3.84

Inspired by events in the life of revolutionary anthropologist Margaret Mead, Euphoria is the story of three
young, gifted anthropologists of the 1930s caught in a passionate love triangle that threatens their bonds, their
careers, and, ultimately, their lives.Hardcover, 256pp (2014) Literary AwardsAudie Award for Literary
Fiction (2015), Kirkus Prize for Fiction (2014), Goodreads Choice Award Nominee for Historical Fiction

(2014)
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In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler's Berlinby Erik Larson 3.79
The time is 1933, the place, Berlin, when William E. Dodd becomes America s first ambassador to Hitler s
Germany in a year that proved to be a turning point in history. A mild-mannered professor from Chicago, Dodd
brings along his wife, son, and flamboyant daughter, Martha. At first Martha is entranced by the parties and
pomp, and the handsome young men of the Third Reich with their infectious enthusiasm for restoring Germany
to a position of world prominence. Enamored of the New Germany, she has one affair after another, including
with the surprisingly honorable first chief of the Gestapo, Rudolf Diels. But as evidence of Jewish persecution
mounts, confirmed by chilling first-person testimony, her father telegraphs his concerns to a largely indifferent
State Department back home. Dodd watches with alarm as Jews are attacked, the press is censored, and drafts of
frightening new laws begin to circulate. As that first year unfolds and the shadows deepen, the Dodds
experience days full of excitement, intrigue, romance and ultimately, horror, when a climactic spasm of
violence and murder reveals Hitler s true character and ruthless ambition.Suffused with the tense atmosphere of
the period, and with unforgettable portraits of the bizarre Goring and the expectedly charming--yet wholly
sinister--Goebbels, "In the Garden of Beasts" lends a stunning, eyewitness perspective on events as they unfold
in real time, revealing an era of surprising nuance and complexity. The result is a dazzling, addictively readable
work that speaks volumes about why the world did not recognize the grave threat posed by Hitler until Berlin,
and Europe, were awash in blood and terror. 365pp (2011) Literary AwardsWashington State Book Award for
History/General Nonfiction (2012), Christian Science Monitor Best Book for Nonfiction (2011), Chautaugua
Prize Nominee (2012)

Tell the Wolves I'm Homeby Carol Rifka Brunt 4.03

In this striking literary debut, Carol Rifka Brunt unfolds a moving story of love, grief, and renewal as two
lonely people become the unlikeliest of friends and find that sometimes you don’t know you’ve lost someone
until you’ve found them.

1987. There’s only one person who has ever truly understood fourteen-year-old June Elbus, and that’s her
uncle, the renowned painter Finn Weiss. Shy at school and distant from her older sister, June can only be herself
in Finn’s company; he is her godfather, confidant, and best friend. So when he dies, far too young, of a
mysterious illness her mother can barely speak about, June’s world is turned upside down. But Finn’s death
brings a surprise acquaintance into June’s life - someone who will help her to heal and to question what she
thinks she knows about Finn, her family, and even her own heart.

At Finn’s funeral, June notices a strange man lingering just beyond the crowd. A few days later, she receives a
package in the mail. Inside is a beautiful teapot she recognizes from Finn’s apartment and a note from Toby, the
stranger, asking for an opportunity to meet. As the two begin to spend time together, June realizes she’s not the
only one who misses Finn, and if she can bring herself to trust this unexpected friend, he just might be the one
she needs the most.

An emotionally charged coming-of-age novel, Tell the Wolves I’'m Home is a tender story of love lost and
found, an unforgettable portrait of the way compassion can make us whole again. 360pp (2012) Literary
Awards ALA Alex Award (2013), Goodreads Choice Award Nominee for Fiction (2012)
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When the Moon is Lowby Nadia Hashimi 4.08

Mahmoud's passion for his wife Fereiba, a schoolteacher, is greater than any love she's ever known. But their
happy, middle-class world—a life of education, work, and comfort—implodes when their country is engulfed in
war, and the Taliban rises to power.

Mahmoud, a civil engineer, becomes a target of the new fundamentalist regime and is murdered. Forced to flee
Kabul with her three children, Fereiba has one hope to survive: she must find a way to cross Europe and reach
her sister's family in England. With forged papers and help from kind strangers they meet along the way,
Fereiba make a dangerous crossing into Iran under cover of darkness. Exhausted and brokenhearted but
undefeated, Fereiba manages to smuggle them as far as Greece. But in a busy market square, their fate takes a
frightening turn when her teenage son, Saleem, becomes separated from the rest of the family.

Faced with an impossible choice, Fereiba pushes on with her daughter and baby, while Saleem falls into the
shadowy underground network of undocumented Afghans who haunt the streets of Europe's capitals. Across the
continent Fereiba and Saleem struggle to reunite, and ultimately find a place where they can begin to
reconstruct their lives. 384pp (2015) Literary Awards Goodreads Choice Award Nominee for Fiction (2015)

The Children's Crusade by Ann Packer 3.54

From the New York Times bestselling, award-winning author ofThe Dive From Clausen's Pier, a sweeping,
masterful new novel that explores the secrets and desires, the remnant wounds and saving graces of one
California family, over the course of five decades.

Bill Blair finds the land by accident, three wooded acres in a rustic community south of San Francisco. The year
is 1954, long before anyone will call this area Silicon Valley. Struck by a vision of the family he has yet to
create, Bill buys the property on a whim. In Penny Greenway he finds a suitable wife, a woman whose yearning
attitude toward life seems compelling and answerable, and they marry and have four children. Yet Penny is a
mercurial housewife, at a time when women chafed at the conventions imposed on them. She finds salvation in
art, but the cost is high.

Thirty years later, the three oldest Blair children, adults now and still living near the family home, are disrupted
by the return of the youngest, whose sudden presence and all-too-familiar troubles force a reckoning with who
they are, separately and together, and set off a struggle over the family's future. One by one, the siblings take
turns telling the story--Robert, a doctor like their father; Rebecca, a psychiatrist; Ryan, a schoolteacher; and
James, the malcontent, the problem child, the only one who hasn't settled down-their narratives interwoven with
portraits of the family at crucial points in their history.Hardcover, 448 pages Published April 7th 2015

The Buccaneers by Edith Wharton, 3.89

Nan and Jinny St George have both wealth and beauty in generous supply. In the New York society of the
1870s, however, only those with old money can achieve the status of the elite, and it is here that the sisters seem
doomed to failure.

Nan's new governess, Laura Testvalley, herself an outsider, takes pity on their plight and launches them instead
on the unsuspecting British aristocracy. Lords, dukes, marquesses and MPs, it seems, not only appreciate
beauty, but also the money that New York's nouveaux riches can supply.

A love story of love and marriage among the old and new moneyed classes, The Buccaneers is a delicately
perceptive portrayal of a world on the brink of change. 406pp (1938)
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Outline by Rachel Cusk 3.39

A woman writer goes to Athens in the height of summer to teach a writing course. Though her own
circumstances remain indistinct, she becomes the audience to a chain of narratives, as the people she meets tell
her one after another the stories of their lives.

Beginning with the neighbouring passenger on the flight out and his tales of fast boats and failed marriages, the
storytellers talk of their loves and ambitions and pains, their anxieties, their perceptions and daily lives. In the
stifling heat and noise of the city the sequence of voice begins to weave a complex human tapestry. The more
they talk the more elliptical their listener becomes, as she shapes and directs their accounts until certain themes
begin to emerge: the experience of loss, the nature of family life, the difficulty of intimacy and the mystery of
creativity itself.

Outline is a novel about writing and talking, about self-effacement and self-expression, about the desire to
create and the human art of self-portraiture in which that desire finds its universal form. 249pp (2014) Literary
AwardsScotiabank Giller Prize Nominee (2015), Governor General's Literary Awards / Prix littéraires du
Gouverneur général Nominee for Fiction (2015), Women's Prize for Fiction Nominee (2015), Folio Prize
Nominee (2015), Goldsmiths Prize Nominee (2014)

Claire of the Sea Light by Edwidge Danticat 3.64

From the best-selling author of Brother, I'm Dying and The Dew Breaker: a stunning new work of fiction that
brings us deep into the intertwined lives of a small seaside town where a little girl, the daughter of a fisherman,
has gone missing.

Claire Limye Lanmé—Claire of the Sea Light—is an enchanting child born into love and tragedy in Ville Rose,
Haiti. Claire’s mother died in childbirth, and on each of her birthdays Claire is taken by her father, Nozias, to
visit her mother’s grave. Nozias wonders if he should give away his young daughter to a local shopkeeper, who
lost a child of her own, so that Claire can have a better life.

But on the night of Claire’s seventh birthday, when at last he makes the wrenching decision to do so, she
disappears. As Nozias and others look for her, painful secrets, haunting memories, and startling truths are
unearthed among the community of men and women whose individual stories connect to Claire, to her parents,
and to the town itself. Told with piercing lyricism and the economy of a fable, Claire of the Sea Light is a
tightly woven, breathtaking tapestry that explores what it means to be a parent, child, neighbor, lover, and
friend, while revealing the mysterious bonds we share with the natural world and with one another. Embracing
the magic and heartbreak of ordinary life, it is Edwidge Danticat’s most spellbinding, astonishing book
yet.Hardcover, 238pp (2013) Literary Awards Andrew Carnegie Medal Nominee for Fiction (2014)

Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier 4.19

"Last night I dreamt | went to Manderley again . . ."

The novel begins in Monte Carlo, where our heroine is swept off her feet by the dashing widower Maxim de
Winter and his sudden proposal of marriage. Orphaned and working as a lady's maid, she can barely believe her
luck. It is only when they arrive at his massive country estate that she realizes how large a shadow his late wife
will cast over their lives--presenting her with a lingering evil that threatens to destroy their marriage from
beyond the grave.

First published in 1938, this classic gothic novel is such a compelling read that it won the Anthony Award for
Best Novel of the Century. 357pp (1938) Literary AwardsNational Book Award for Fiction (1938), Anthony
Award for Best Novel of the Century, Best Novel of the 20th Century/Bouchercon World Mystery Convention
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The Outcast by Sadie Jones 3.58

1957, and Lewis Aldridge is travelling back to his home in the South of England. He is straight out of jail
and nineteen years old. His return will trigger the implosion not just of his family, but of a whole
community.

A decade earlier, his father's homecoming casts a different shape. The war is over and Gilbert has recently been
demobbed. He reverts easily to suburban life - cocktails at six thirty, church on Sundays - but his wife and
young son resist the stuffy routine. Lewis and his mother escape to the woods for picnics, just as they did in
wartime days. Nobody is surprised that Gilbert's wife counters convention, but they are all shocked when, after
one of their jaunts, Lewis comes back without her.

Not far away, Kit Carmichael keeps watch. She has always understood more than most, not least from what she
has been dealt by her own father's hand. Lewis's grief and burgeoning rage are all too plain, and Kit makes a
private vow to help. But in her attempts to set them both free, she fails to predict the painful and horrifying
secrets that must first be forced into the open.

As menacing as it is beautiful, The Outcast is a devastating portrait of small-town hypocrisy from an
astonishing new voice. 352pp (2008) Literary Awards Orange Prize Nominee for Fiction Shortlist

(2008), Guardian First Book Award Nominee for Longlist (2008), Costa Book Award for First Novel (2008)

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 4.21 From the award-winning author of Half of a Yellow Sun, a

dazzling new novel: a story of love and race centered around a young man and woman from Nigeria who face
difficult choices and challenges in the countries they come to call home.

As teenagers in a Lagos secondary school, Ifemelu and Obinze fall in love. Their Nigeria is under military
dictatorship, and people are leaving the country if they can. Ifemelu—beautiful, self-assured—departs for
America to study. She suffers defeats and triumphs, finds and loses relationships and friendships, all the while
feeling the weight of something she never thought of back home: race. Obinze—the quiet, thoughtful son of a
professor—had hoped to join her, but post-9/11 America will not let him in, and he plunges into a dangerous,
undocumented life in London.

Years later, Obinze is a wealthy man in a newly democratic Nigeria, while Ifemelu has achieved success as a
writer of an eye-opening blog about race in America. But when Ifemelu returns to Nigeria, and she and Obinze
reignite their shared passion—for their homeland and for each other—they will face the toughest decisions of
their lives.

Fearless, gripping, at once darkly funny and tender, spanning three continents and numerous

lives, Americanah is a richly told story set in today’s globalized world: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s most
powerful and astonishing novel yet. 477pp (2013) Literary Awardsinternational IMPAC Dublin Literary
Award Nominee for Shortlist (2015), Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize for Fiction (2013), National Book
Critics Circle Award for Fiction (2013),Women's Prize for Fiction Nominee (2014), Andrew Carnegie Medal
Nominee for Fiction (2014) Paris Review Best of the Best (2013), Goodreads Choice Award Nominee for

Fiction (2013)
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Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, Zadie Smith 3.85

Cover design by Harlem renaissance artist Lois Mailou Jones.

When Janie, at sixteen, is caught kissing shiftless Johnny Taylor, her grandmother swiftly marries her off to an
old man with sixty acres. Janie endures two stifling marriages before meeting the man of her dreams, who offers
not diamonds, but a packet of flowering seeds ... 'For me, THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GOD is one of
the very greatest American novels of the 20th century. It is so lyrical it should be sentimental; it is so passionate
it should be overwrought, but it is instead a rigorous, convincing and dazzling piece of prose, as emotionally
satisfying as it is impressive. There is no novel | love more' Zadie Smith 'One of the greatest writers of our time'
Toni Morrison , 256pp (1937) Literary Awards Audie Award for Solo Narration - Female (2001)

The Japanese Lover by Isabel Allende 3.80

In 1939, as Poland falls under the shadow of the Nazis, young Alma Belasco's parents send her away to live in
safety with an aunt and uncle in their opulent mansion in San Francisco. There, as the rest of the world goes to
war, she encounters Ichimei Fukuda, the quiet and gentle son of the family's Japanese gardener. Unnoticed by
those around them, a tender love affair begins to blossom. Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the
two are cruelly pulled apart as Ichimei and his family, like thousands of other Japanese Americans are declared
enemies and forcibly relocated to internment camps run by the United States government. Throughout their
lifetimes, Alma and Ichimei reunite again and again, but theirs is a love that they are forever forced to hide from
the world.

Decades later, Alma is nearing the end of her long and eventful life. Irina Bazili, a care worker struggling to
come to terms with her own troubled past, meets the elderly woman and her grandson, Seth, at San Francisco's
charmingly eccentric Lark House nursing home. As Irina and Seth forge a friendship, they become intrigued by
a series of mysterious gifts and letters sent to Alma, eventually learning about Ichimei and this extraordinary
secret passion that has endured for nearly seventy years. 322pp (2015)

The Good Lord Bird by James McBride 3.74

From the bestselling author of The Color of Water and Song Yet Sung comes the story of a young boy
born a slave who joins John Brown’s antislavery crusade—and who must pass as a girl to survive.
Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in the Kansas Territory in 1857, when the region is a battleground
between anti- and pro-slavery forces. When John Brown, the legendary abolitionist, arrives in the area, an
argument between Brown and Henry’s master quickly turns violent. Henry is forced to leave town—with
Brown, who believes he’s a girl.

Over the ensuing months, Henry—whom Brown nicknames Little Onion—conceals his true identity as he
struggles to stay alive. Eventually Little Onion finds himself with Brown at the historic raid on Harpers Ferry in
1859—one of the great catalysts for the Civil War.

An absorbing mixture of history and imagination, and told with McBride’s meticulous eye for detail and
character, The Good Lord Bird is both a rousing adventure and a moving exploration of identity and
survival. Hardcover, 417 pages Published August 20th 2013 by Riverhead Books

Literary Awards National Book Award for Fiction (2013), Hurston/Wright Legacy Award Nominee for
Fiction (2014), The Rooster - The Morning News Tournament of Books (2014), Paris Review Best of the Best

(2013)
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Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout 3.75

At times stern, at other times patient, at times perceptive, at other times in sad denial, Olive Kitteridge, a retired
schoolteacher, deplores the changes in her little town of Crosby, Maine, and in the world at large, but she
doesn’t always recognize the changes in those around her: a lounge musician haunted by a past romance; a
former student who has lost the will to live; Olive’s own adult child, who feels tyrannized by her irrational
sensitivities; and her husband, Henry, who finds his loyalty to his marriage both a blessing and a curse.

As the townspeople grapple with their problems, mild and dire, Olive is brought to a deeper understanding of
herself and her life—sometimes painfully, but always with ruthless honesty.Olive Kitteridge offers profound
insights into the human condition--its conflicts, its tragedies and joys, and the endurance it requires. 270pp
(2008) Literary Awards Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (2009), Premio Bancarella (2010)

Dream House by Catherine Armsden 3.53

Lush with sensory detail and emotional complexity, Dream Houseis about family, home, and an architect’s
journey to understand the crippling hold one house has on her.

In the months following her parents’ fatal car accident in Maine, architect Gina Gilbert is coming apart: anxious
with her two young children, alienated by her clients’ grand house dreams, and no longer certain she feels at
home in San Francisco. While she and her sister Cassie are cleaning out their childhood home on the coast of
Maine, they stir up painful memories and resentments over family possessions. A legendary collection of
historically significant letters is missing from the artifacts they unearth, supporting a decades-old suspicion that
their aunt or estranged cousin has stolen them.

Threatened by the loss of the old house and its extraordinary seaside landscape, Gina finds her heart swinging
wildly between Maine and California, creating conflict with her husband, Paul. To learn what the Maine house
means to her, she approaches it objectively, as an architect, bringing it to life on paper. Her family’s story
unfolds room by room: the darkroom from which her gentle but passive father, Ron, ran his photography
business, the kitchen where her volatile mother, Eleanor, toiled under the weight of dashed dreams. As children,
Gina and Cassie warily navigated rooms permeated with toxic secrets hobbling Eleanor and Ron’s marriage.
As Gina deconstructs the house, startling truths are revealed, changing family history and allowing Gina and
Cassie to begin healing family wounds. Gina has the chance to search the recesses of her heart, too, discovering
within her a vitalizing compassion and an awakened understanding of what makes a house a home.

Catherine Armsden's fascination with architecture was ignited during her childhood growing up among the
weather-beaten houses of coastal Maine. Educated in New England, she moved to San Francisco in 1983 with
her husband, Lewis Butler, where they co-founded Butler Armsden Architects.eam House is her debut

novel. Hardcover, 320pp (2015)
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