
DYSTOPIAN/SCI-FI BOOK GROUP 2024-2025  

Led by librarian Elise Katz, we meet monthly throughout the year via Zoom. We mainly read 
current literature, but also revisit classics. Our selections include a wide range of science 
fiction, from artificial intelligence, climate fiction, robotics, space opera, hard-science fiction, 
and dystopian fiction, to humor!  Currently, titles for this book group are being decided month-
to-month.  Book suggestions are welcome. 

No prior experience with science fiction is required! We welcome novices as well as serious 
readers of the genre. 

For additional information and to receive the Zoom link, please contact ekatz@minlib.net. 

 

October 2024 

How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional Universe by Charles Yu 
 

A breakneck-paced and action-packed science-fiction adventure featuring an endearing con 

artist whose current mission to retrieve a stolen spaceship ignites a war. 

 

  

 

November 2024 

A City on Mars: Can We Settle Space, Should We Settle Space, and 

Have We Really Thought This Through? by Kelly and Zach 

Weinersmith 

  

Caro Soames-Watkins, a talented neurosurgeon whose career has been upended by 
controversy, is jobless, broke, and the sole supporter of her sister, a single mother with a 
severely disabled child. When she receives a strange job offer from Nobel Prize-winning 

scientist Sam Watkins, a great uncle she barely knows, desperation forces her to take it in spite of serious 
suspicions. 

December 2024 

Severance by Ling Ma 

One night in October when he was ten years old, Tyler Dupree stood in his back yard and 

watched the stars go out. They all flared into brilliance at once, then disappeared, replaced by 

a flat, empty black barrier. He and his best friends, Jason and Diane Lawton, had seen what 

became known as the Big Blackout. It would shape their lives. 

  

 



January 2025 

Sleeping Giants by Sylvain Neuvel 

  

John Perry did two things on his 75th birthday. First he visited his wife's grave. Then he joined 

the army. The good news is that humanity finally made it into interstellar space. The bad 

news is that planets fit to live on are scarce-- and alien races willing to fight us for them are 

common. So: we fight. To defend Earth, and to stake our own claim to planetary real estate. 

Far from Earth, the war has been going on for decades: brutal, bloody, unyielding. 

 

 

 

February 2025 

Venomous Lumpsucker by Ned Beauman 

  

According to the Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter - the world's only totally 

reliable guide to the future - the world will end on a Saturday. Next Saturday, in fact. Just 

after tea... 

  

 

 

March 2025 

The Stardust Grail by Yume Kitasei 
  

Mycroft Canner is a convict. For his crimes he is required, as is the custom of the 25th 

century, to wander the world being as useful as he can to all he meets. Carlyle Foster is a 

sensayer--a spiritual counselor in a world that has outlawed the public practice of religion, but 

which also knows that the inner lives of humans cannot be wished away. And in this world, 

Mycroft and Carlyle have stumbled on the wild card that may destablize the system: the boy 

Bridger, who can effortlessly make his wishes come true. Who can, it would seem, bring 

inanimate objects to life... 

 

April 2025 

Redshirts by John Scalzi 
  
July 25th, 2234: The crew of the Adamura discovers the Anomaly. On the 

seemingly uninhabited planet Talos VII:a circular pit, 50 kilometers wide. Its 

curve not of nature, but design. Now, a small team must land and journey on 

foot across the surface to learn who built the hole and why. 

 

  



 

May 2025 

Axiom’s End by Lindsay Ellis 

Dana, a modern Black woman, is celebrating her 26th birthday with her new husband when she 

is snatched abruptly from her home in California and transported to the antebellum South. 

Rufus, the white son of a plantation owner, is drowning, and Dana has been summoned to save 

him. Dana is drawn back repeatedly through time to the slave quarters, and each time the stay 

grows longer, more arduous, and more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or not Dana’s 

life will end, long before it has a chance to begin. 

 

 

 

June 2025 

The Quantum Thief by Hannu Rajaniemi 

Located off China's southeastern coast, Silicon Isle is the global capital for electronic waste 

recycling, where thousands like Mimi toil day and night, hoping one day they too will enjoy the 

wealth they’ve created for their employers, the three clans who have ruled the isle for 

generations. 

 

 

 

 

July/August 2025 Summer Read 

Meru by S.B. Divya 

For five centuries, human life has been restricted to Earth, while posthuman descendants 

called alloys freely explore the galaxy. But when the Earthlike planet of Meru is discovered, 

two unlikely companions venture forth to test the habitability of this unoccupied new world 

and the future of human-alloy relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


